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true value; grasping buyers may possibly be shocked to
hear that they are not buying pure rubber, but it is really
their own fault. Goods made of the purest rubber can
always be obtained from the manufacturers by those who
are willing to pay the price, and speaking in a general way
of the trade, such goods as are highly compounded are pro-
duced often under protest to satisfy the purchaser's ideas as
to price. Under these circumstances we join issue with
those who refer to the use of substitutes generally as an act
of adulteration. It would seem that the cases where this
contention would fairly hold are not at all numerous;
cases, that is, where goods containing substitutes are sold at
the price of pure rubber. Of course there are exceptions to
this dictum, but it may nevertheless be taken as generally
true.                                                                                                          ', II

It would be a vain tank to enumerate the hetorogeneoun
list of bodies Him pie and compound which at one time or
another have been confidently proposed as rubber substi-
tutes. The curious on thin point will find a good deal to
interest them in II. C. Pearson's book. It is sufficient to                       f I

say that the great bulk of the invention^ so called, have
benefited no one except those who are professionally con-
earned with patents. Invention in this direction, however,
showH persistent vitality, and a glance at the patent lists of
to-day BiiggestH that practically every known substance in
being drawn upon and as often as not for the second time.                       f

It hardly seems superfluous* to oiler a word or two of advice                       i

to would-be tillers in this apparently attractive field; firstly,
acquaint yourself thoroughly with the physical properties of
raw rubber; secondly, get a practical trial of the Hubstance
made in a rubber works before spending money on patents.
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